
Carrying Our Message:
Recap of the NA Booth at the

Montgomery County Fair
The Montgomery Area PR Subcommittee
hosted an NA booth at the Montgomery County
Fair this summer for 9 days! This was by far
the largest NA endeavor our Area OR our
Region has ever attempted. The 2nd largest
PR event was done in 2001 at a 2-day NA
booth at the HFStival, an Alternative Rock
Concert.

As with all NA booths, we had a variety of
“clients.” We handed out NA cards, meeting lists, NA flyers, and literature to adults and
teenagers. We had potential members ask us for information as well as non-addicts such as
counselors, concerned parents and friends, teachers, an EMT, police, clergy, and one irate
neighbor! A 10 year-old came up, and with downcast eyes, asked for some literature for his older
brother. I told him he was a great brother to care so much!

Our stats: We filled 81 shifts (nine days, three 4-hour shifts a day, three members per shift), with
53 volunteers (35 were new to PR!), from 6 Areas. Our volunteers ranged from 2 months
clean to 40+ years. It was wonderful to have such a variety of members come out to play to carry
the message - THANK YOU!!!

Since the fair, we have had several of those new members help
out with our booths at the Seneca Valley HS Back-to-School
Night and the Montgomery County Overdose Awareness events.
Inspired by our work, South Potomac and Central MD Areas
have combined efforts to host an NA booth at the Prince
George’s County Fair, September 4th-7th.

To top things off, at the fair, NA won the ribbon for theBest
Non-Profit Exhibit! One man said we had a fantastic booth

because we "Came early, stayed late, and always had
members ready to help". I thought, "Of course…that's just
what we have been taught to do!"

The purpose behind this and all PR work is to carry the
message of NA Recovery so that members can find us and lives
can be saved. I truly believe we met that goal. I don’t know how

long it may take, but one day, I am hoping to hear,“I was at this
fair, and someone gave me this card. I decided to call NA

and get some help!” ~ Anne E.
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Step of the Month
Step 9: “We made direct amends  to such
people wherever possible, except when to do
so would injure them or others.”

The purpose of Step 9 is to free us from the past

and become be�er able to live in the present. I can

do this by a�emp�ng to right the wrongs I have

commi�ed by trying to repair the damage I’ve done

to others. While using, I wreaked havoc in the lives

of most of those who loved and cared about me. I

also had some individuals on my Eighth Step list

that I had harmed while completely clean. Some of

these incidents from my past occurred even before I

ever picked up drugs. I have now met with many of

those on my Eighth Step list and made formal

amends with Step 9. ~ Ben C.

Tradition of the Month
Tradition 9: “NA, as such, ought never be
organized, but we may create service
boards or committees directly responsible
to those they serve.”

Tradi�on 9 addresses specialized volunteer

service work that members perform, usually

on a rota�ng basis. 12-Step boards and

commi�ees are organized for the groups to

be able to communicate with each other,

provide services to members and the

community, and make decisions together. ~

Ben C.
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NA Related Announcements

Convention site: https://www.cprcna.org
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https://www.cprcna.org/


More NA events can be found at https://www.cprna.org/event/

Straight Hope Contributors: Anne E. - Layout/Content Galen T. - Layout
Ben C. - Steps/Traditions Email Us! straighthope@cprna.org

Scan the QR Code to get Straight Hope Online or go to:
https://www.cprna.org/our-areas/news/montgomery-area/
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https://www.cprna.org/event/unity-area-potluck/

https://www.cprna.org/event/na-in-delray-annual
-cookout/

https://na.org/naws-events/annual-events/

https://www.tcaur.org/
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